Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 196039 

15 

ORIGIN EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-07 INR-11 L-03 ACDA-19 

NSAE-00 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 USIA-15 TRSE-00 

SAJ-01 NSC-07 SS-20 DODE-OO /118R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/RPM:LTC RTHOMPSON:DG 

APPROVED BY EUR:WST ABLER 

EUR/RPM:EJSTREATOR 

EUR/CE:HWILGIS S/S:MR. LUERS 

PM/ISP:JGRAHAM 

EUR/NE:CFLOYD 

OASD/ISA:MG MCAULIFFE 

C:RBLACKWILL 

JCS/J-5:COL DOERTY 

EUR/RPM:VLEHOVICH 

060027 

R062128Z SEP 74 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BONN 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USMISSION NATO 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 196039 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: NATO.MCAP.UK 

SUBJECT: UK DEFENSE REVIEW 

REF: BONN 10245 

1. YOU SHOULD INFORM LEBER THAT WE SHARE HIS CONCERN ABOUT 
THE POTENTIAL ADVERSE IMPACT UPON NATO OF THE DECISIONS 
THAT MAY BE TAKEN AS A RESULT OF THE CURRENT UK DEFENSE 
REVIEW. WE WOULD BE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED ABOUT POSSIBLE 
CUTS IN BAOR AND THEIR IMPACT ON MBFR. THE BRITISH ARE 
WELL AWARE OF OUR CONCERN, AS WE BELIEVE THEY ALSO ARE OF 
THE GERMANS'. MOD MASON HAS PROMISED TO HOLD FULL CONSUL- 
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TATIONS WITH US AS SOON AS THE REVIEW IS COMPLETED, AND, 
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IN THE INTERIM, WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE PRODUCTIVE 
FOR THE US TO NICKEL AND DIME THE BRITISH ON SPECIFICS. 

2. WE DO NOT EXPECT MASON’S CONSULTATIONS WITH SECRETARY 
SCHLESINGER AND OTHER NATO DEFENSE MINISTERS TO BEGIN 
BEFORE LATE OCTOBER AT THE EARLIEST. FYI. IN 
PREPARATION FOR THESE CONSULTATIONS, WE ARE ANALYZING 
VARIOUS ASPECTS OF UK DEFENSE PROGRAMS, SO THAT WE WILL 
BE IN A POSITION TO OFFER CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTIONS TO 
MASON AND HOPEFULLY INFLUENCE THE FINAL SHAPE OF THE 
DEFENSE REVIEW. END FYI. 

3. YOU SHOULD ALSO MENTION TO LEBER THAT WE WOULD 

APPRECIATE ANY FEED-BACK HE MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE US ON 
THE DEFENSE REVIEW FOLLOWING HIS TALKS WITH MASON ON 
SEPTEMBER 3 AND 4. 

KISSINGER 
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